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A mother with her child at the refugee 
site of Adré, in the east of Chad, close 
to the border with the Sudan.

Chad, 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI425937/Dejongh
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Denmark, June 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI409319/Brown

UNICEF staff members 
and volunteers prepare 
boxes for shipping at 
the UNICEF Supply 
Division’s warehouse in 
Copenhagen, Denmark.

Viet Nam, May 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI401013/Viet Hung

Son Thi Thuy Vy, a 
10-year-old Khmer girl, 
talks with a UNICEF staff 
member near her home 
at Trung Binh commune, 
Soc Trang. Her family has 
no access to clean water 
and rely on well water 
contaminated with alum, 
which negatively affects 
their health.
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Foreword 

UNICEF is built on a foundation of hope. It is the hope that we can 
create a world in which the rights and well-being of this and future 
generations of children are protected and upheld. And hope is what 
fuels our optimism  that this mission can be achieved. 

But while hope is tremendously powerful, it can also be fragile, 
especially when it crashes up against the harshest realities our world 
has to offer. And last year was especially brutal for the world’s children. 

In 2023, child rights were under attack in communities across the globe. 
Many of the more than 450 million children living in or fleeing from 
conflict zones endured unimaginable suffering – their rights violated or 
denied. Over the course of the year, I met some of these children during 
my travels with UNICEF. Their suffering is an indictment of a world that 
fails to protect them from the dangers of war. 

Making matters worse, in 2023, new and protracted conflicts coincided 
with other devastating crises, including disasters and public health 
emergencies. And climate change continued to wreak havoc on young 
lives, causing severe droughts, heatwaves and more intense storms. 

Despite these challenges, UNICEF and our partners reached millions of 
children, women and families around the world with essential services 
and supplies, including in some of the hardest-to-reach places. And 
these achievements for children give me hope. For example, in 2023: 

• UNICEF and our partners provided more than 210 million children 
with services for the early detection and treatment of child wasting, 
and through our new Community Health Delivery Partnership, we are 
ramping up progress towards health and nutrition even further. 

• In a historic breakthrough for child survival, UNICEF delivered 
6.2 million doses of the world’s first malaria vaccine to seven 
African countries. 

• The UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to End Child Marriage 
continued to advance gender equality, overcoming gender biases 
and empowering adolescent girls. 

• At COP28, the COP recognized the impacts of climate change on 
children’s health and well-being for the first time, proposing an ‘expert 
dialogue’ in 2024 and strengthening the global goal on adaptation. 

Catherine Russell 
UNICEF Executive Director
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• UNICEF also introduced our Sustainability and Climate Change 

Action Plan (SCAP), a blueprint for safeguarding children’s rights to a 
clean, healthy and safe environment. And we expanded our work on 
sustainability, climate change adaptation and disaster risk mitigation. 

Core Resources played a critical role in helping UNICEF achieve these 
results. Our organization depends on core resources to fund our 
country programmes and to meet the needs of children equitably. Yet 
they make up an insufficient proportion of our funding. This year, I hope 
we will work closely together to reverse this damaging trend. At the 
same time, we must stretch every dollar to achieve the greatest impact 
for children. As part of this effort, UNICEF is an active participant in joint 
UN efficiencies work, moving over 50 per cent of our offices to common 
premises and participating in other joint initiatives to position our 
resources and capacities optimally to be closer to the children we serve. 

This coming September, the Summit of the Future offers a chance to 
reignite a shared sense of purpose among the international community. 
UNICEF will push to have children recognized as a distinct group of 
rights-holders, and we will leverage the organization’s leadership 
role to make the case that upholding child rights and accelerating 
progress towards the child-related Sustainable Development Goals are 
indispensable to addressing current and future challenges. 

Children and young people are our best hope for creating a better 
and more peaceful world. Let us be better and do more for them in 
2024 and beyond. 

Burkina Faso, December 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI486208/Dejongh

Children in the playground of 
their school, Baapouguini B, in 
Fada N’gourma.
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Last year marked the halfway point to the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), the world’s 17-point ‘to do’ list to radically improve the 
lives of people and the planet by 2030. With just seven years to go, we 
have fallen behind. 

The poorest and most vulnerable children bear the brunt of this 
collective failure. Unfortunately, at the current rate of progress, the 
world will not meet two thirds of the child-related SDGs.

From Gaza to the Sudan to Ukraine and beyond, over 450 million – 
nearly 1 in 5 children – live in or have fled a conflict zone. Increasingly, 
children are under attack as densely populated urban areas, hospitals, 
schools and refugee camps are targeted, in some cases preventing 
the delivery of humanitarian aid and attacking distribution points, as 
in Gaza, where three quarters of the population have been displaced 
and 70 per cent of those killed have been children and women.

In 2023, these new and protracted conflicts coincided with 
other devastating crises from the catastrophic floods in Libya to 
earthquakes in Afghanistan, Morocco, the Syrian Arab Republic and 
Türkiye. Climate change continued to wreak havoc on young lives – 
causing severe droughts, heatwaves and more intense storms. 

Yet 2023 also demonstrated that progress is possible with the right 
investment, partnerships and commitment. 

Economies and the delivery of essential services for children 
continued to recover from the worst effects of the pandemic. More 
children had access to primary health care, essential immunizations 
and education than in 2022. 

In 2023, UNICEF and our partners reached 9.3 million children with 
life-saving treatment for severe wasting – the most ever – helping to 
turn the tide against the global malnutrition crisis. 

Even more impressive, more children are surviving today than ever 
before. The global under-5 mortality rate has declined by 51 per cent 
since 2000.

This report highlights progress in 2023 across UNICEF’s five Goal 
Areas and change strategies that accelerate the achievement of our 
goals. The report also highlights achievement for children across the 
seven regions we work in. 

State of Palestine, October 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI448930/El Baba

Jannat, 8, watching other 
children play in the UNRWA 
school playground. “I want to 
play with them but I am afraid 
to leave the room. I don’t know 
how they can play without being 
scared, I just want to go back 
home,” she said.

A year of peril 
and promise
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A YEAR OF PERIL AND PROMISE

These accomplishments represent the work of over 17,000 staff 
members in 190 countries and territories, all united by a shared 
mission to protect child rights everywhere. They are possible 
because of UNICEF’s strong partnerships and global reach.

But while our work on digital transformation enabled UNICEF 
to surpass fundraising targets from donors via digital channels, 
UNICEF continues to experience shortfalls in the flexible long-term 
funding that is essential to our ability to respond to emerging 
threats and build resilient systems and communities. 

UNICEF is calling for a new and more effective Funding Compact, 
to raise more flexible funding to address the underlying causes 
of inequalities, including through support for peacebuilding and 
strengthening social cohesion.

In many respects, 2024 is an inflection point. This year, we can 
accelerate progress on the SDGs before it is too late, increase our 
support to the most marginalized children, put resilient systems in 
place to sustainably provide services to children, even in the face 
of shocks linked to climate change, and boldly advocate to keep 
children safe from conflict. UNICEF is scaling up successful initiatives, 
including to support and build the capacities of parents, community 
health workers, teachers, social workers and local governments.

Today, nearly half of the world’s population is under age 30. The only 
way to meet the 2030 Goals is to prioritize child rights and focus our 
efforts on children. Together, let’s recommit and do even more for 
children and young people ‒ our best hope for creating a better and 
more peaceful world.

Tuvalu, November 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI485857/Bak Mejlvang

Children jumping off sandbags 
used to reclaim land and 
mitigate the immediate threats 
posed by rising sea levels.



In 38 countries, the 
Learning Passport provided 
uninterrupted education for 
refugee children and children 
in humanitarian settings or 
areas lacking connectivity.

Over 70 per cent of children under 5  
reached with interventions to address child 
wasting in 47 high-mortality countries – 
the most ever – helping to turn the tide 
against the global malnutrition crisis.

5.4 million people used climate-resilient water 
systems and 4.8 million used climate-resilient 
sanitation facilities.

In 412 emergencies in 107 countries  
– including conflicts, disasters and disease 
outbreaks – millions of children were reached 
with essential services and supplies.

412 
emergencies

5.4 m

38 countries>70%

UNICEF’s top 10 
achievements in 2023  
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At COP28, UNICEF, youth advocates and 
partners secured critical decisions positioning 
children and adaptive essential services as 
central to climate policies, action and finance.

76 per cent birth registration rates 
achieved – necessary for children to access 
essential services – resulting in 13 million fewer 
unregistered children under 5 since 2021.

In 107 countries, social and behavioural change 
interventions addressed barriers faced by children 
with disabilities and their families.

107 
countries

6.2 million doses  
of the world’s first malaria vaccine 
delivered to 7 African countries.

Over 106 million households 
reached with UNICEF- supported cash 
transfers, including in emergencies.

34.7 million children, parents & caregivers 
reached with mental health and psychosocial 
support services.

6.2 m

>106 m34.7 m

76%

UNICEF’s top 10 achievements in 2023  
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Part 1

Goal Areas

UNICEF aims to achieve long-term results in five interconnected Goal Areas 
linked to children’s rights under the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
This will help to ensure that, in all contexts, including humanitarian crises and 
fragile settings, every child, including adolescents: (1) survives and thrives with 
access to nutritious diets, quality primary health care, nurturing practices and 
essential supplies; (2) learns and acquires skills for the future;  (3) is protected 
from violence, exploitation, abuse, neglect and harmful practices; (4) has 
access to safe and equitable WASH services and supplies, and lives in a safe 
and sustainable climate and environment; and (5) has access to inclusive social 
protection and lives free from poverty.

“

“
UNICEF Strategic Plan 2022–2025 
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In 2023, growing inequities, conflicts and climate change slowed 
progress and eroded children’s rights to survive and thrive. 

Food poverty ‒ the inability to access and consume a nutritious, 
diverse diet ‒ affects 181 million children under 5 in its most 
severe form, and remains the main driver of child malnutrition, 
increasing risks of mortality, poor growth and development. 

About 200 million children under 5 suffer from stunting or 
wasting, while 136 million children aged 5–10 suffer from 
overweight and obesity. 

While the global under-5 mortality rate has fallen by 51 per cent 
since 2000, 4.9 million children under 5 died in 2022, with over 
80 per cent of deaths in sub-Saharan Africa and southern Asia. 

UNICEF led global action to prevent food poverty and reduce 
the triple burden of malnutrition – undernutrition, micronutrient 
deficiencies and overweight. UNICEF also supported health 
interventions across age groups, focusing on the primary 
health care (PHC) service delivery encompassing households, 
communities and facilities. 

UNICEF worked on Goal Area 1 in 158 countries in 2023, with 
a total expense of $3.63 billion, including $2.47 billion for 
humanitarian action.

GOAL AREA 1:

Every child survives and thrives

 132.9 million 
children vaccinated 
against measles, 
including 32.4 million in 
humanitarian contexts, 
and more than 400 million 
vaccinated against polio. 

 As the largest buyer of 
vaccines globally, UNICEF 
delivered 2.79 billion doses 
to 105 countries, including 
the first commercial doses 
of the malaria vaccine to 
countries in Africa. 

 COVAX has delivered 
2 billion doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine to 
146 countries since 
2021, in the largest-ever 
vaccine rollout. 

 Through the No Time 
to Waste Acceleration 
Plan, 6 million children 
reached with severe 
wasting treatment in 
the 15 acutely affected 
countries, exceeding the 
targeted 4.5 million. 

KEY RESULTS

Indonesia,  
February, 2023 
© UNICEF/UN0792659/Wilander

Arkan, 5, receives a 
routine vaccination at 
Beringin Kindergarten in 
Bantaeng, South Sulawesi.  
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Chad, August 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI426006/Dejongh

Raoda Fadou holds her 7-month-old 
daughter Koukaï, who is receiving 
malnutrition treatment at a UNICEF 
medical unit for refugees.
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Despite significant increases in access to education, socio-
economic and regional disparities in participation and attainment 
persist and the global progress towards SDG4 remains far off 
track. Many children and young people, especially among the 
most marginalized, enter adulthood without the full range of skills 
to navigate personal, social and economic challenges. Meanwhile, 
the digital divide is growing. 

While the global number of out-of-school children fell by 9 million 
from 2015–2021, it has increased by 6 million since then, due to 
stagnation worldwide along with Afghanistan’s exclusion of girls 
and young women. 

Two thirds of 10-year-olds cannot read a simple story or do 
basic math. 

GOAL AREA 2:

Every child learns and acquires 
skills for the future

Guinea, May 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI439412/Sibylle

Mamadi, 16, and Keita, 13, 
use the Learning Passport 
at school in Conakry.

 37.7 million children 
and adolescents 
(51% girls) accessed 
education, including 
3.1 million children on the 
move and 17.7 million in 
emergencies. Learning 
materials reached 
31.2 million children 
(49% girls), including 
5.4 million in emergencies.

 65% of countries 
implemented evidence-
based education sector 
plans or strategies 
addressing inequities and 
mainstreaming the SDG 
indicators, up from 48% 
in 2021.

 The Learning Passport, 
an innovative mobile 
learning platform, was 
launched in 7 countries, 
reaching a total of 38, with 
over 6 million registered 
users and an offline 
solution for schools with 
limited to no connectivity.

 21.9 million 
adolescents and young 
people (including 
11.3 million girls and 
1 million in humanitarian 
contexts) engaged in 
civic initiatives across 
92 countries, up by 
5.8 million from 2022.

KEY RESULTS
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Madagascar, October 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI459485/Andrianantenaina

Danaia, 10, attends chemistry classes 
at the Mahajanga Public General 
Education College in Mahabibo.
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UNICEF launched the Five Million Futures action and advocacy 
framework to mobilize support for over 50 countries to scale up 
evidence-based interventions around early learning, parenting 
support and the transition to primary education. UNICEF also 
supported systems strengthening approaches, including 
alternative learning pathways to prepare adolescents for 
re-enrollment or work, strengthening curricula to integrate a 
full range of skills, and supporting school-to-work transition and 
community-based skills development programmes. 

UNICEF worked on Goal Area 2 in 144 countries, spending an 
estimated $1.73 billion, the most ever recorded, including an 
estimated $1.07 billion in humanitarian settings. 
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The child protection-related SDGs have seen modest, 
uneven progress.

At the current rate, it will take 300 years to eliminate child 
marriage. Slight declines were observed in the rate of children 
in detention, from 29 per 100,000 in 2022 to 27 in 2023, and in 
physical punishment of children and intimate partner violence.

UNICEF made significant progress across all Goal Area 3 results 
areas, although the severe erosion of protective systems by 
disasters and conflicts impeded the achievement of some results. 

UNICEF managed the cross-sectoral, five-agency PROSPECTS 
partnership to support integration and inclusion of forcibly 
displaced people in eight countries. 

UNICEF worked on Goal Area 3 in 150 countries, with a 
total expenditure of $0.98 billion, including $0.63 billion for 
humanitarian action.

 Parenting programmes 
reached 11.8 million 
parents and caregivers, 
and 34.7 million children, 
adolescents, parents and 
caregivers accessed mental 
health and psychosocial 
support services. 

 4.5 million children 
who experienced violence 
provided with health, 
social work, justice or law 
enforcement services. 

 Programmes addressing 
female genital mutilation 
reached over 603,000 girls 
and women in 20 countries. 

 11 million adolescent 
girls reached with child 
marriage prevention 
and care interventions 
and 32.4 million people 
engaged in community 
dialogues to challenge 
discriminatory norms. 

KEY RESULTS

GOAL AREA 3:

Every child is protected from 
violence, exploitation, abuse, 
neglect and harmful practices

Ukraine, December 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI517451/Lebid

Mykyta, 4, lives in 
a camp for families 
displaced by the ongoing 
war, where he receives 
UNICEF-coordinated 
psychosocial support.



U
N

IC
EF

 A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 2
02

3
Fo

r e
ve

ry
 ch

ild

15

Mozambique, August 2023 
 © UNICEF/UNI439827/Lehn

In Nampula Province, the 
UNFPA-UNICEF Global 
Programme to End Child 
Marriage empowers girls with 
education and skills that offer 
alternatives to early marriage.

U
N

IC
EF

 A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 2
02

3
Fo

r e
ve

ry
 ch

ild

15



U
N

IC
EF

 A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 2
02

3
Fo

r e
ve

ry
 ch

ild

16

 Over 7,500 schools and 
3,000 health-care facilities 
provided with basic WASH 
services, and 7.9 million 
women and adolescent girls 
provided with programmes 
to address menstrual health 
and hygiene.

 UNICEF piloted cyclone 
insurance in Bangladesh, 
the Comoros, Fiji, Haiti, 

KEY RESULTS

Madagascar, Mozambique, 
Solomon Islands and Vanuatu 
through the award-winning 
Today and Tomorrow 
Initiative, the world’s first 
child-focused climate change 
risk financing solution, 
with the premium cost fully 
funded via the World Bank 
Global Risk Financing Facility.

 5.4 million people used 
climate-resilient water 

systems and 4.8 million 
used climate-resilient 
sanitation facilities. 
Sixty- eight countries adopted 
child-focused climate 
resilience programmes. 

 UNICEF expanded 
support for integrating 
child-sensitive approaches 
into government disaster 
preparedness frameworks, 
from 50 countries in 2021 to 
85 in 2023, though progress 
was slower at the local level. 

GOAL AREA 4:

Every child has access to safe and 
equitable water, sanitation and 
hygiene services and supplies, 
and lives in a safe and sustainable 
climate and environment

Afghanistan, July 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI418629/Bidel

Girls collect water 
from a solar-powered 
pump and filtration 
system that provides 
clean, safe water 
to their village in 
Badghis Province.
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Yemen, August 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI431391/Alhamdani

Children watch as a worker 
connects their home to safe 
water services.

While the world has expanded access to safely managed WASH 
services, no region is on track to achieve universal access by 2030. 

2.2 billion people lack safely managed drinking water, 3.4 billion lack 
safely managed sanitation, and 2 billion lack basic handwashing 
facilities. 

Meanwhile, 739 million children face high to extremely high-
water scarcity, and 436 million live in areas prone to severe 
water vulnerability. 

UNICEF has made great progress in support for safe WASH 
services. In 2023, 21.5 million people gained access to at least basic 
sanitation (including 1.2 million people with disabilities); 35.9 million 
to safe water, available when needed (including 1.6 million with 
disabilities); and 24.2 million to basic hygiene (including 1.1 million 
with disabilities). 

In 2023, UNICEF worked on Goal Area 4 in over 158 
countries, spending $1.25 billion, including $0.88 billion for 
humanitarian response.
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Economic crises, climate change and conflicts are eroding children’s 
right to live free from poverty, while compounding fiscal pressures 
prevent countries from fully financing social services to alleviate 
deprivations. Worldwide, 1.4 billion children under age 15 have 
no access to social protection, a proven solution to reducing child 
poverty. Limited fiscal space prevents many countries from fully 
funding essential services for children; in the poorest, debt service 
exceeds social spending. 

UNICEF supported the equitable use of budgets, revenue, tax 
systems, debt frameworks and public finance management across 
sectors. In 2023, 84 countries, up from 65 in 2021, strengthened 
public finance systems and advanced the sufficiency, effectiveness, 
transparency and equity of social sector budgets across multiple 
sectors. Engagement with international development partners 
and the private sector led to 71 countries mobilizing resources for 
social services, up from 55 in 2021. 

 79 countries had 
moderately strong or 
strong social protection 
systems in 2023, up from 
56 in 2021, while 22 had 
strong systems that can 
effectively and rapidly 
respond to humanitarian 
crises, compared to 17 
in 2021. 

 Over 106 million 
households had access to 
UNICEF-supported cash 
transfer programmes 
in 2023, while UNICEF 
reached 2.9 million 
families in 49 countries 
with humanitarian 
cash transfers

 UNICEF-led evidence or 
advocacy on child poverty 
translated into change in 
39 countries in 2023, up 
from 32 in 2021. 

KEY RESULTS

GOAL AREA 5:

Every child has access to 
inclusive social protection 
and lives free from poverty

Malawi, May 2023 
© UNICEF/UN0846229/
UNICEF Malawi

Lucia Juma with her 
3-month-old baby, Prince 
Patrick, in Chiyenda 
Usiku, Balaka. Lucia is 
a beneficiary of a social 
cash transfer programme.
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Guatemala, September 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI484327/Flores

UNICEF Communications Officer, 
Pilar Escudero, meets Maria, a child 
from the rural community of Chajul 
in Quiche.
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Many countries’ systems became more inclusive. With UNICEF 
support, often with UN partners: 46 countries had social protection 
programmes that were gender-responsive or led to transformative 
gender equality results, up from 22 in 2021; 67 had disability-
inclusive social protection programmes, up from 55; and 37 
supported care work through family-friendly policies, up from 13. 

In 2023, UNICEF worked on Goal Area 5 across 157 
countries, spending $0.85 billion, including $0.41 billion for 
humanitarian action. 
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As crises proliferate, much of 
UNICEF’s service delivery is 
part of humanitarian action 
and in fragile contexts. In 
2023, UNICEF responded 
to 412 emergencies in 
107 countries, including 
violence, conflicts, disasters 
and disease outbreaks.

Deprived of clean water, 
food and medical care, 
Gaza’s children are dying 
due to injuries, dehydration, 
malnutrition and diseases. 
UNICEF and its UN partners 
are calling for an immediate 
humanitarian ceasefire and 

safe, unimpeded access to 
deliver aid – and for all parties 
to the conflict to uphold 
international humanitarian 
law. In 2023, UNICEF delivered 
cash assistance to the most 
vulnerable families with 
children within six days of 
the escalation, reaching 
every fourth person in Gaza 
(545,073 people, 81,655 families, 
262,016 children) in the first 
round, including through 
a nutrition-sensitive cash 
payment to 28,840 pregnant 
and breastfeeding women, and 
a disability top-up payment to 
5,079 children.

Humanitarian response

In conflict and disaster, 
children suffer first and 
suffer most. With over 
75 years of experience, 
UNICEF knows how to 
reach children at risk 
and in need of support, 
whether it’s through 
pre-positioned life-saving 
emergency supplies, 
safe spaces, or providing 
psychosocial support.
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State of Palestine, November 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI485723/El Baba

Abeer, 12, holds her 4-year-old 
sister, Zahra, in front of their 
destroyed house in Rafah.
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In the Sudan, over a year 
of conflict has left around 
14 million children in urgent 
need of life-saving humanitarian 
support. Sudan is now the 
largest child displacement 
crisis in the world, with 4 million 
children fleeing widespread 
violence in search of safety, 
food, shelter and health 
care. UNICEF and partners 
have provided life-saving 
assistance to more than 
6 million children inside 
the Sudan and in neighbouring 
countries, including water, 
health, nutrition, safe 
spaces and learning.

In Ukraine, two years of 
destruction and displacement, 
violence, separation from 
families, disrupted schooling, 
health care and social 
services, have led to a mental 
health and learning crisis for 
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Sudan, June 2023 
© UNICEF/UN0856047/Elfatih

A UNICEF team member distributes 
water containers and soap in East 
Madani to families displaced after 
fighting broke out in Khartoum.

children. UNICEF’s response is 
focused on ensuring children 
have access to health care, 
immunisation, nutrition 
support, protection, education, 
safe water and sanitation, 
social protection, and mental 
health and psychosocial 
support. In refugee-hosting 
countries, UNICEF works with 
governments and partners to 
strengthen national systems 
that provide refugee children 
and marginalized children from 
host communities with quality 
education, health care and 
protection services.

Meanwhile, climate shocks, 
food insecurity, and disease 
outbreaks have left families 
from Afghanistan, to the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and Myanmar reeling. 
These and other overlooked 
emergencies in Haiti, Libya and 
more face underfunding. 

Key results
 UNICEF supported 

over 26 million people in 
humanitarian settings with 
a range of child- protection 
services and provided 
alternative care or reunification 
to over 253,000 children 
who had been either lost or 
separated from their families 
due to conflict or displacement. 

 UNICEF support in 
emergencies reached over 
42 million people with 
WASH services, including 
in Afghanistan, the State of 
Palestine, the Syrian Arab 
Republic, Türkiye and Ukraine.

 21 countries used the 
Humanitarian cash Operations 
and Programme Ecosystem 
(HOPE), a UNICEF data 
management solution to ensure 
risk-informed humanitarian 
cash transfer delivery. 

 UNICEF provided technical 
support during emergencies, 
including in Afghanistan, the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Ethiopia, Haiti, Mali, 
State of Palestine, Somalia, 
the Sudan and Ukraine.
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 SUPPLY  

UNICEF’s supply and 
logistics headquarters 
in Copenhagen – Supply 
Division – is also home to 
the largest humanitarian 
warehouse in the world.
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Denmark, October 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI463043/Mansour

A UNICEF staff member 
oversees shipments of essential 
supplies being loaded onto 
UNICEF charter flights at the 
Copenhagen International 
Airport, on their way to El Arish, 
Egypt, close to the Gaza Strip.

Children in the State of Palestine 
face a devastating crisis. UNICEF 
is shipping life-saving supplies 
such as thermal blankets, water 
purification tablets, medicines 
and medical equipment, 
nutrition, water, hygiene and 
sanitation and education supplies 
in response to the unfolding 
humanitarian emergency.

 In 2023, UNICEF 
procured $5.24 billion in 
goods and services for 
children in 162 countries 
and areas.

 UNICEF’s total 2023 
procurement value 
represents a 37 per cent 
increase compared to 
pre-pandemic global 
procurement in 2019.

 76 per cent of goods 
procured was conducted in 
collaboration with United 
Nations agencies and 
development partners.

 The procurement of 
goods from suppliers 
registered in programme 
countries amounted to 
$1.47 billion or 42 per cent 
of all goods procurement.
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CHANGE STRATEGIES

Gender equality
Harmful gender norms are perpetuated at the 
highest levels. In some countries, they become 
entrenched in laws and policies that fail to uphold 
– or that even violate – girls’ rights. Reducing 
gender inequality strengthens economies and 
builds stable, resilient societies that give all people 
– including boys and men – the opportunity to fulfil 
their potential.

UNICEF supported policies and programmes 
promoting gender equality in 110 countries in 
2023, compared to 85 in 2021. 

Seventy-eight countries deployed at-scale 
programmes to address gender-discriminatory 
roles and practices including gender-based 
violence, with the biggest expansion in Eastern 
Europe and Central Asia, where UNICEF promoted 
gender-responsive education and parenting. 

Innovation
Innovation is critical to building a better world 
with and for children. UNICEF is committed 
to designing, using and scaling truly transfor-
mational solutions for every child to thrive.

To date, 46 at-scale innovative solutions in 
90 countries have reached over 20 million people 
and catalysed over $40 million in financing.

In 2023, UNICEF established a Global 
Innovation Board to guide its problem-driven 
innovation portfolio approach to accelerate 
programme results. 

• UNICEF leveraged frontier-tech industry 
trends, including AI and blockchain, to 
unlock new resources for children and 
boost emerging economies. Since 2014, the 
Venture Fund made equity-free investments 
in 147 open technology solutions (43 per cent 
female-founded or -led, 65 per cent revenue-
generating) from start-ups in 86 countries, 
reaching over 41 million children. 

• UNICEF mobilized core business assets to 
support its programming and influencing 
over 5,000 businesses, including to 
adopt family-friendly workplace practices, 
improve online safety policies, address 
gender stereotyping in marketing 
and assess child rights impact. 

• UNICEF reached over 400,000 children with 
assistive products and inclusive supplies, 
addressing vision, mobility, hearing, 
incontinence and digital assistive technology 
for inclusive education, among other needs. 

Kazakhstan, August 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI450138

Girls participate in a three-day ‘Game Jam’ in 
Almaty. UNICEF is collaborating with gaming 
and technology industries to equip girls with 
the tools to become coders and designers.
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Advocacy and communication
Through our digital channels, media outreach 
and content, UNICEF continued its position as the 
leading voice and advocate for children in 2023.

Advocacy for the rights of children in crises in the 
State of Palestine and Israel, Sudan, Haiti, Ukraine, 
Myanmar and the Democratic Republic of  the 
Congo has led to robust humanitarian advocacy 
strategies, winning concrete commitments from 
Member States to protect children in conflicts 
against grave violations and pledges from 
humanitarian donors to invest in initiatives to 
protect children in conflict.

The 2023 launch of UNICEF’s flagship The State of 
the World’s Children report on immunization led to 
over 10 political events and public commitments 
including six Heads of State and 43 donors 
and partners committing to re-prioritizing 
childhood immunization.

The commitment to action on Foundational 
Learning was endorsed by 14 additional 
governments in 2023 and the inauguration of the 
Child Nutrition Fund will serve as an innovative new 
platform to pool donor and domestic financing 
for the prevention, identification, and treatment of 
severe acute malnutrition.

Integrated communications and advocacy around 
the UN 2023 Water Conference led to 34 political 
commitments and 69 Member States statements 
on children’s right to water security. 

Community engagement, 
social and behaviour change 
Social and behaviour change (SBC) is about 
understanding the needs of communities and 
individuals to develop context-specific, people-
centered solutions to help adopt behaviors that 
allow children and women, including the most 
disadvantaged, to survive and thrive.

In 2023, UNICEF implemented SBC strategies in 
104 countries, investing in human-centred design, 
applied social and behavioural science, social 
listening and capacity building with governments 
and other partners. To better understand 
the cognitive, social and structural drivers of 
practices and service uptake, UNICEF generated 
social and behavioural data in 101 countries 
through community and population surveys, 
anthropological studies, behavioral studies and 
qualitative formative research.

In 2024, UNICEF is further integrating SBC 
programming across sectors as a comprehensive 
approach to addressing systemic barriers to 
change and will systematically implement effective 
community feedback and complaints mechanisms 
for accountability to affected populations in 
humanitarian crises.

Read the report at 
https://www.unicef.org/reports/state-
worlds-children-2023

The State of the World’s 
Children 2023 asks how 
we can protect every 
child, everywhere, from 
vaccine- preventable diseases.

https://www.unicef.org/reports/state-worlds-children-2023
https://www.unicef.org/reports/state-worlds-children-2023
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Engaging and working 
with young people

The Convention on the 
Rights of the Child lays 
out children’s right to be 
heard on matters that 
affect them.

In that spirit, UNICEF 
is dedicated to being a 
child- and youth-powered 
organization, listening 
to them and working in 
partnership with them to 
ensure their needs are met. 
Young people are UNICEF’s 
most crucial partners in 
achieving results and driving 
sustainable change.

Over 50 UNICEF Youth 
Advocates partnered with 
UNICEF globally and 26 new 
Youth Advocates were 
appointed by UNICEF offices. 

UNICEF engaged 27.9 million 
children, adolescents and 
youth in advocacy, 1.4 million in 
communication and 36.6 million 
in online platforms, primarily 
U-report (UNICEF’s digital 
platform for youth engagement), 
which registered 6 million new 
members in 2023.

UNICEF supported national 
system building for adolescent 
and youth participation in 
55 countries, doubling its 2021 
results. Adolescents were 
consulted on country programme 
milestones in 89 countries, 
including through in-depth 
consultations and at-scale 
surveys, typically using U-report. 
Over 12 million young volunteers 
took action to accelerate results 
across sectors, building critical 
transferable skills in the process.

A climate poll for COP28 
received 770,000 responses 
from 59 platforms, and 
voices of young people were 
included in the COP28 official 
youth statement.

On World Children’s Day, 
190 countries participated 
in the activations, seizing 
the moment to advocate for 
children’s rights. 

These initiatives enable 
young people to express 
their views, advocate for their 
rights and access critical 
information. Leveraging the 
power of U-Report, UNICEF 
amplified the voices of young 
people and strengthened 
organizational advocacy. 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
February 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI412538/Benekire

UNICEF-trained Child Reporters 
at the Amani Festival held in 
Bukavu, South Kivu Province.
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28REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

Félicité Tchibindat,  
Regional Director

As Regional Director for West and 
Central Africa, I am pleased to have 
provided strategic guidance to our 
24 country offices. 

In 2023, we continued to prioritize the eight 
regional Key Results for Children (KRCs), 
contributing to UNICEF’s Strategic Plan, the 
SDGs and the African Union Agenda 2063. 

Through our teams’ dedication and passion 
for children’s rights, we achieved progress in 
four KRCs: prevention of stunting; learning; 
protection from sexual violence; and child 
marriage. More work remains to be done to 
accelerate progress on the other four KRC: 
immunisation; access to education; birth 
registration; and open defecation. These results 
have helped create enabling environments for 
the realization of child rights through: 

• Strengthening the interoperability between 
immunisation and birth registration, 
leading to an increase in under-5 birth 
registration rates in the region from 59 per 
cent to 61 per cent. The use of geospatial 
technology for microplanning and 
integrated service delivery to underserved 
children, including zero-dose, has 
enhanced progress in priority countries 
(Cameroon, Chad, Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, 
Mali, Nigeria).
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West and 
Central Africa

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

Nigeria, December 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI526541/Onafuwa

Aisha Muhammed, 28, lives with her three 
children in an internally displaced persons camp in 
Bama. The camp is home to over 100,000 people, 
the majority of whom are women and children.
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• Leveraging innovative partnerships for 
market-shaping strategies in nutrition, 
around food systems transformation for 
children, through the First Foods initiative. 
UNICEF engages with local small- and 
medium-scale entrepreneurs to improve 
the production of locally made nutritious 
complementary foods for young children in 
13 countries.

• Building on the catalytic commitments 
made during the 2022 UNICEF-AU 
Transforming Education in Africa event, the 
Africa Youth Manifesto, and ahead of the 
2024 Year of Education in Africa, UNICEF 
strengthened foundational learning systems 
in 16 countries; digital learning systems in 
six countries through the Airtel partnership; 

and accelerated girls’ education results and 
gender-responsive education sector plans 
in seven countries. UNICEF also supported 
disability inclusive national education 
strategies in nine countries.

• Supporting humanitarian response and 
preparedness with investments to scale up 
shock-responsive social protection to build 
the resilience of families, communities, 
and systems to shocks and vulnerabilities. 
Under the Sahel Social Protection Joint 
Programme with WFP, UNICEF has 
provided technical and financial support to 
governments to deliver cash transfers to 
110,000 households (700,000 individuals), 
with a focus on children under age 2 and 
persons with disabilities.

Côte d’Ivoire, March 2023 
© UNICEF/UN0801852/Diarassouba

A child attends class in Guégouin in 
western Côte d’Ivoire.
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Etleva Kadilli, 
Regional Director

Africa is asserting itself on the global 
stage, with opportunities to further 
advance the agenda for children. With 
sub-Saharan Africa set to soon have the 
largest population of children and young 
people, the continent has huge potential. 

In 2023, we greeted the news of a reduction in the 
number of children living in extreme poverty from 
45 per cent to 40 per cent with cautious optimism, 
with additional reductions in child mortality in 
several countries. 

Whilst the Horn of Africa saw a significant 
improvement in food security, an unpredictable 
and extreme climate is still the dominant threat 
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Eastern and 
Southern Africa

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

to the region, with floods, typhoons, drought 
and extreme heat. Eastern and Southern Africa 
faced multiple climate-related emergencies, as 
well as conflict and widespread cholera outbreaks 
affecting 14 countries. Around 120 million 
people, including 67 million children, needed 
humanitarian assistance over 2023, and numbers 
of people displaced rose from 3.91 million in 
2022 to 4.4 million. This polycrisis, coupled with a 
pushback on child and human rights, continues to 
exacerbate violence against children and women, 
mental health risks, child marriage, female genital 
mutilation and displacement of children. 

Despite this challenging context the region saw 
encouraging results: 

• During 2023 we saw signs of hope for the 
learning crisis with 16 countries adopting 
multisectoral early childhood policies and 
increasing investment in the early years. 

Ethiopia, June 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI404821/Assefa

Mohammed holds his young 
daughter Medina, who has returned 
home after spending two weeks 
receiving treatment for malnutrition 
at the UNICEF- supported 
stabilization centre in Asayita, Afar 
region. ‘I am happy that my daughter 
is healthy and playing again.’
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31REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

• To address the impacts of climate change 
we saw an increase in evidence, and growing 
numbers of countries building sustainability 
and evidence into their development 
agendas including progress on developing 
shock-responsive social protection systems; 
a climate-nutrition strategic framework; 
climate-resilient WASH systems; and 
innovative ground water mapping. 

• The region has two thirds of the global HIV 
burden, yet progress continues with an 
impressive 2.15 million child HIV infections 
prevented since 2010. 

• Efforts to prevent and respond to violence 
against children continue with at least 
13 countries promoting gender-equitable 
norms to promote non-violent relationships. 
Joint evidence development on the 
prevalence of violence against children in 
southern Africa, helped to strengthen the 
collaboration with the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC). 

• With over 2.3 million children treated, ESAR 
also focused on malnutrition prevention 

acceleration. Fifteen countries engaged in 
food systems transformation for children, 
and 11 on nutrition-responsive social 
protection. Impressive progress is noted 
in Rwanda where recent data show the 
percentage of children living in severe child 
food poverty fell by more than one third 
(20 per cent to 12 per cent) between 2010 
and 2020.

• To improve primary health care and promote 
community health, 17 countries now have 
national community health strategies. 
UNICEF also supported countries hosting 
over 80 per cent of zero-dose children in the 
region through the Big Catch-Up, a global 
interagency effort to vaccinate children and 
restore immunization progress lost during 
the pandemic.

The context in the region continues to be 
challenging, but there is great optimism 
in Africa in 2024. Working closely with our 
colleagues in West and Central Africa, UNICEF 
will continue to play its role to support, leverage 
and advance the rights of girls, boys and 
women across the continent.

Sudan, December 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI499265/Elfatih

Sisters Mab, 6, and Ebtihal, 10, were 
displaced with their family for the second 
time following clashes in Gezira state.
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Debora Comini,  
Regional Director

In 2023, UNICEF intensified its 
response to several of the biggest 
challenges in East Asia and the Pacific. 
Climate change loomed largest, 
unsurprising in a region where 65 per 
cent of children are at disproportionate 
risk from climate-related shocks. 

UNICEF and partners launched the EAPRO Solar 
Hub, reinforcing efforts to provide technical 
expertise on solar energy to the WASH, health 
and education sectors. We supported training 
in environmental safeguards, climate finance 
and strategy development, and signaled our 
commitment to a greener planet with measures 
to reduce carbon emissions generated by 
our programmes and our offices. Our newly 
established Youth Action Team, comprising 
37 young people from 12 countries in the 
region, made a valuable contribution to climate 
change efforts. 
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East Asia and 
the Pacific

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

In Myanmar, a worsening humanitarian crisis 
took a terrible toll on children, with surging levels 
of displacement and the loss of access to health, 
education and other critical services. Despite a 
huge funding gap and other constraints, UNICEF 
and its partners still managed to deliver assistance 
to almost 1.8 million children and their families. 

Gender and women’s rights ‒ a long-term 
challenge for Asia ‒ was the theme of our October 
regional meeting. Progress has been made in 
recent decades, but violence against children and 
women is still widespread, and harmful practices 
such as child marriage and female genital 
mutilation (FGM) continue. While more women are 
urgently needed to take on leadership roles, we 

Myanmar, August 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI501580/

Daw Ni Ni, a displaced mother 
of two, was able to successfully 
vaccinate her 1-year-old 
daughter for the first time thanks 
to a UNICEF-supported initiative 
in Kalay, northwest Myanmar.
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also celebrated some critical progress. Indonesia’s 
response included a Girls Empowerment Index 
and protection programmes that address 
gender-based violence in schools. In Timor-Leste, 
Girls’ Clubs help tackle issues like child marriage 
and adolescent pregnancy, while Viet Nam has 
integrated socio-emotional learning into the 
national curriculum. 

In education, efforts continued to address the 
region-wide learning crisis that has left huge 
numbers of children with below basic proficiency 
in math and lacking the skills needed to move 
on in their lives. Our response includes learning 
assessments and increased access to foundational 
learning. 

Efforts to dispel the devastating long-term 
consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic on 
children remained a pressing concern. The health 
sector began detailed assessments of the damage 

done to national immunization programmes, 
focusing especially on an estimated 2 million 
children who have never received a single vaccine 
in their lives. More positively, the year saw the 
launch of a regional healthy food initiative to 
tackle growing levels of childhood obesity and 
overweight.

The Fix My Food campaign was one of several 
advocacy initiatives, which helped sharpen 
the regional narratives on our top priorities 
– immunization, nutrition, parenting, and 
climate action. Those efforts are being further 
strengthened by a new digital communication 
strategy targeting key audiences including parents 
and caregivers as well as decision makers and 
media. Meanwhile, several high-level events 
organized in Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand 
helped position UNICEF as a thought leader in the 
Philanthropy and Partnership space.

Indonesia, August 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI468878/Al Asad

Sulfitrah, 10, explains hygiene 
promotion to his younger classmate 
Muhammad Farid Athallah, 7, at their 
school in Maros, South Sulawesi.
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Adele Khodr, 
Regional Director

Despite experiencing many emergencies 
during my UNICEF career, serving as 
Regional Director in the Middle East and 
North Africa in 2023 has tested many of 
the skills acquired over the years. Striking 
a delicate balance between meeting the urgent 
needs of children undergoing natural disasters 
and conflict with the needs of children in more 
stable countries lagging behind on the SDGs and 
child rights was a challenge. Yet highly experienced 
and dedicated UNICEF staff representatives and 
their country-level teams, along with a dedicated 
regional team who stepped in frequently to 
support country offices were important elements 
that helped us navigate a turbulent and painful 
year for children in the region. 
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Middle East and 
North Africa

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

Syrian Arab Republic, November 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI482438

Walaa, 14, practicing her new hobby of 
knitting. Born with Down’s syndrome, 
Walaa receives assistance from 
UNICEF’s Integrated Social Protection 
programme for children with disabilities.

In Libya, the State of Palestine, the Sudan, the Syrian 
Arab Republic and Yemen, we responded to some 
of the world’s largest protracted conflicts, as well as 
frequent natural and human-made crises, pandemic 
outbreaks and climatic shocks, amidst challenging 
security conditions for staff and their families, involv-
ing loss of family members, multiple relocations, 
evacuations and loss of property. Ensuring staff 
well-being remained a region-wide priority. 

I am proud of our work on social protection. 
UNICEF supported expanding the coverage of 
Tunisia’s Universal Child Benefit with prospects 
for institutionalization in policy and domestic 
financing. We also supported the launch of Oman’s 
domestically financed Universal Child Grant. Cash 
assistance to extremely poor families in Gaza 
delivered within six days of the conflict’s start and 
continuing till the present was also critical. 

In Yemen, UNICEF supported integrated health 
and nutrition services in nearly 3,000 facilities, 
reaching 2.2 million mothers and children. 
Immunization campaigns resulted in protection 
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against polio and measles for 14 million children in 
Algeria, Egypt, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab Republic 
and Yemen. UNICEF-supported immunization 
campaigns led to a 13 per cent decrease in zero-
dose children in the region.

We have implemented strategies and programmes 
for preventing all forms of malnutrition among 
children in 10 countries, reaching 5.8 million 
children with preventive services and over 
680,000 children with treatment for wasting in 
Djibouti, Lebanon, the Sudan, the Syrian Arab 
Republic, Yemen and Gaza.

Upholding, advocating for and communicating 
the child rights agenda, especially around 
politically and culturally sensitive child rights issues 
constitutes another source of pride. Being the 
voice of children when their rights to survival and 
protection were challenged was a fulfillment of our 
principal mandate. 

In collaboration with partners, we contributed to 
the implementation of action plans to end child 
recruitment in the region, and supported training 
and design of reintegration programmes. We also 
advocated for measures to improve the protection 

of children to get listed parties that have not put 
them in place to do so. 

In a region with the highest youth unemployment 
rate in the world, UNICEF’s advocacy with 
other UN agencies mobilized the UN Resident 
Coordinators in several countries around the 
importance of helping young people transition 
from learning to employment. 

Given the impact of climate change on the 
region, UNICEF ensured young people’s voices 
on the climate crisis were heard. A regional 
climate change youth engagement strategy 
was developed, and stronger partnerships were 
forged with climate activists that culminated in the 
adoption of a Day on Children and Youth at COP28 
in Dubai.

The robust response carried out in 2023 was 
pivotal in saving and enhancing the lives and 
promoting the rights of millions of children in the 
region. Our commitment and dedication remain 
firm, as we persist in making a positive difference 
and working towards a better and brighter future 
for current and future generations.
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State of Palestine, December 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI488701/Zaqout

Ahmad, 3, was sleeping in his home when 
it was destroyed by a bomb. Due to limited 
medical resources, doctors at Nasser 
Hospital had to amputate his foot.
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Garry Conille,  
Regional Director

Halfway into the SDG era, Latin America 
and the Caribbean is only on track to 
achieving less than half of child-related 
targets by 2030. While the region has been a 
global success story in reducing child deaths, it is 
failing children on many other fronts. For a more 
promising future, governments and partners must 
make smart policy choices and invest in children.

Almost 35 years after the adoption of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, too many 
children are still denied a fair chance in Latin 
America and the Caribbean. Nearly half of them 
live in poverty. Two in three children experience 
violent discipline at home while four in five 10-year-
olds can’t read a simple text. Millions of girls are 
brides and mothers. Indigenous children, afro-
descendent children, children with disabilities and 
girls are being left behind. Faced with deepening 
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Latin America 
and the Caribbean

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

Haiti, June 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI400154/Rouzier

A child eats a sachet of ready-to-use 
therapeutic food (RUTF) at the GHESKIO 
centre, a UNICEF partner that provides 
integrated health services to Haitians in 
some of the most violent neighborhoods 
in Port-au-Prince.

inequalities and new climate threats, more children 
and their families are making dangerous journeys 
across the continent in search of a better life.

UNICEF plays a pivotal role alongside governments 
and partners to accelerate progress towards the 
SDGs, ensuring that every child not only survives 
but also thrives. In 2023, UNICEF continued to 
generate evidence, advocate and provide technical 
advice, securing political will and transformative 
results for children across the region. 

Collectively, the region positioned itself as a leader 
in addressing the learning crisis. Led by Colombia 
and a coalition of global partners, 12 countries 
have now signed the Commitment to Action on 
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Foundational Learning – more than any other 
region. Concrete measures like the Dominican 
Republic’s foundational learning policy are already 
showing improvements in young learners.

The region’s latest legislative breakthroughs 
include Peru’s passage of a law to prohibit child 
marriage and Mexico’s amendment to regulate 
food and beverages sold at school. Pioneering 
advances include policies on adolescent mental 
health in Uruguay and anti-racism in Brazil, along 
with new early childhood development policies in 
the Plurinational State of Bolivia and in Paraguay. 
Governments also adopted UNICEF-supported 
costing tools, like Chile´s measurement of public 
investment in children in the national budget law 
and Argentina’s child care index, which has been 
cited in judicial decisions. 

In 2023, the region also showed its potential in 
digital solutions for children. UNICEF-supported 
initiatives ranged from partnerships with 

telecommunication companies to link young 
people with information and services in Jamaica 
to the use of open-source software for child 
protection information management in Trinidad 
and Tobago. A Guatemala-based joint venture with 
young climate innovators that harnesses drones 
for communication in emergencies went as far as 
Dubai, where it was presented at COP28.

While contributing to transformative policy 
and innovation, UNICEF continued to respond 
to the region’s most urgent crises, providing 
humanitarian assistance to over 1 million people 
in Haiti and to almost 2 million people on the move 
and in host communities in 18 countries. 

Looking ahead to 2024, as we mark the 
Convention’s 35th anniversary, we will sharpen 
our strategic engagement with governments and 
partners across the region to keep our promise to 
children and build a brighter future for all.
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Panama, February 2023 
© UNICEF/UN0793542/Urdaneta

Maife, 5, has access to safe water at 
the Lajas Blancas migrant reception 
centre, thanks to the installation of 
a new water treatment system.



U
N

IC
EF

 A
nn

ua
l R

ep
or

t 2
02

3
Fo

r e
ve

ry
 ch

ild

38REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

Sanjay Wijesekera,  
Regional Director

Sooraj Kumar is a 10-year-old champion 
for girls’ education in Pakistan. Last 
December, I met him and his classmates as he 
stood in front of a poster he had designed that 
said, “Say yes to the education of the girl child.” 
Wise beyond his years, I was touched by his 
budding advocacy tactics. 

Sooraj’s message is at the heart of UNICEF’s 
programmes in South Asia – a region in which 
debilitating gender norms hold adolescent girls 
back from achieving their full potential and where 
nearly 50 per cent are not in education, employment 
or training. This is especially painful in Afghanistan 
where, under the de facto authorities, girls are still 
denied their right to learn beyond Grade 6. 
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South Asia 

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

Maldives, October 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI458385/Pun

Aminath Zara Hilmy, 22, attends a 
youth COP conference that provided 
opportunities for her to network 
with experts and policymakers. The 
young people developed a set of 
recommendations for COP28.

Such inequalities and inequities are also apparent 
in the prevalence of child marriage. South Asia 
is home to 290 million child brides – the highest 
number in the world. It is a figure that keeps 
me awake at night when I think of the lost 
opportunities and risks that these young girls 
endure. The story is similar for nutrition: girls eat 
last and least fueling a terrible intergenerational 
cycle of malnutrition. And, as the region in the 
forefront of climate change, natural disasters and 
weather-related crises, girls are disproportionately 
vulnerable when they are displaced.

Addressing these injustices was central to 
UNICEF’s work across South Asia in 2023. Despite 
challenges, including political uncertainties and the 
shrinking space for child rights, our teams achieved 
remarkable results.

These include vaccinating over 33 million children, 
engaging over 25 million people in dialogue to 
end discrimination against girls and women, 
and enabling over 17 million young people to 
participate or lead in civic engagement.
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Some of our most impressive work took place in 
challenging circumstances. Amidst a devastating 
humanitarian crisis and roll-back of rights for 
women and girls in Afghanistan, UNICEF sustained 
the health system, providing services and supplies 
to over 20 million people and supporting over 
2,500 health clinics. I also want to acknowledge the 
courage and commitment of our female national 
staff who continue their work in the face of adversity. 

UNICEF Nepal not only responded rapidly to 
October’s devastating earthquakes but supported 
the roll-out of the Recovery and Acceleration 
National Learning Plan to help children catch up 
on their learning after COVID-19.

As a result of advocacy with the Ministry of Health, 
colleagues in Bangladesh piloted locally produced 
Ready-to-Use-Therapeutic Food to combat severe 
wasting especially in the Rohingya camps.

Bhutan’s new National Education Policy, supported 
by UNICEF, will prepare children and young people 
to be skilled and productive citizens. 

UNICEF Sri Lanka supported the development 
of plans to implement the National Alternative 
Care Policy, which kept over 1,000 children out 
of institutional care and reunified hundreds with 
their families. 

I was also uplifted by the pioneering initiatives 
from UNICEF Maldives to engage young people 
around advocacy for COP28 so they could shape 
the conversation around building climate-resilient 
communities. Similarly, Generation Unlimited India 
(YuWaah!) rallied young people around climate 
action in support of the government’s Mission LiFE 
initiative to preserve the environment.

These results suggest that if we continue to 
keep children at the heart of our work, listen to 
communities, build capacity in governments, 
and leverage the expertise of local partners, we 
can respond to the vast needs of children across 
the region. 

And maybe we can persuade Sooraj to join UNICEF 
when he’s older.

Pakistan, November 2023 
© UNICEF/UNI497747/Ahmed

Children play outside a 
UNICEF- supported temporary 
learning centre in Mirpurkhas, Sindh.
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Eastern Europe 
and Central Asia 

REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS
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Regina De Dominicis,  
Regional Director

Throughout 2023, children across 
the world faced deeply challenging 
circumstances, and children in Europe and 
Central Asia were no exception. A mere six 
weeks into the year, I saw children and families in 
Türkiye experience some of the worst earthquakes 
in the country’s history, affecting 15.2 million 
people, killing thousands and devastating lives. 

The ongoing war in Ukraine continued to cause 
immense suffering and wreaked havoc on 
children’s mental health and learning. Forty 
per cent of Ukraine’s children cannot access 
continuous education and one in five youth have 
intrusive thoughts and flashbacks – manifestations 
of post-traumatic stress disorder.  

In my first months as Regional Director and 
Special Coordinator for the Refugee and Migrant 
Response in Europe, tragedies at sea led to 
children losing their lives as they attempted to 
cross the perilous Mediterranean migration route. 
Thousands of survivors remain detained in dire 
conditions unfit for a child. 

Romania, July 2023  
© UNICEF/UNI421733/Câtu

Aleksandra, 24, holds her 6-month-old 
son Platon at a UNICEF-supported 
Blue Dot hub for Ukrainian refugees 
in Galaţi, where they have received 
essential supplies that include diapers 
and warm winter clothing.

More than 20 million children in the region 
continued to live in poverty. Families struggled to 
afford the basics, as a cost-of-living crisis persisted. 
The most marginalized children lacked access 
to quality education, shelter, food and health 
care, making our work with our regional partners 
including the European Union even more vital.

Following a backsliding in vaccination during the 
pandemic and an increase in vaccine hesitancy, 
over 600,000 children were not immunised against 
measles in 2023, leading to outbreaks and a 
30-fold increase in measles cases. 

In the aftermath of World War II, UNICEF’s work 
began in this region. For more than 75 years, we 
have worked with governments, partners, children 
and their families to uphold the child rights. 
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Türkiye, March 2023 
© UNICEF/UN0801723/Karacan

Following two devastating earthquakes 
in south-east Türkiye, UNICEF-supported 
tent classrooms within a temporary 
shelter in Antakya are used for classes 
from preschool to high-school levels.

In 2023, our work remained just as critical. 
I couldn’t be prouder of our extraordinary teams 
and partners who worked tirelessly to reach 
children across the region.

In the aftermath of the Türkiye earthquakes, 
UNICEF was immediately on the ground to provide 
humanitarian assistance. Together with the 
Government and partners we reached 4.7 million 
people including 2.4 million children with life-
saving services and support. We are continuing 
to help rebuild education, health care and social 
protection systems.

Across Ukraine, we reached more than 1.3 million 
children with access to education and more 
than 2.5 million children and caregivers with 
mental health care and psychosocial support. We 
provided more than 5 million children and women 
with access to primary health care and 5.5 million 
people with access to safe water. We have reached 
thousands of Ukrainian children and families 
in hosting countries through national systems 
and municipalities.

In 2023, UNICEF provided essential support to 
children and their caregivers seeking refuge, 
safety, peace and better opportunities in Greece, 
Italy, Türkiye and Armenia.

UNICEF continued to make headway in reducing 
the number of children in residential care facilities 
and supporting family-based care including foster 
care in the region.  Across Europe and Central 
Asia, 15 out of 23 countries reported more than 
two thirds of children formally cared for are now 
placed in family-based care. 

We supported the expansion of the digital learning 
opportunities in the region including in Kazakhstan, 
Kosovo*, Montenegro, Serbia and Poland.

We continued our work with partners to address 
air pollution and reduce its damaging impact 
on children’s health and development and with 
communities to create climate mitigation and 
adaptation strategies and strengthen disaster 
risk preparedness. 

In 2024, we will continue to build on our 
engagement with governments, the private 
sector, civil society, other UN agencies and of 
course children and young people themselves 
to accelerate and scale results on both the 
humanitarian and development front.
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* All references to Kosovo in this report should be understood 
to be in the context of United Nations Security Council 
resolution 1244 (1999).
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Part 4

Financials
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2023

 $1,241 
million

14%

 $1,036 
million

12%

 $526
million

6%

 $436
million

5 %

 $4,864
million

54%

 $829
million

9%

Financial results, 2023
UNICEF revenue 
decreased by $1.4 billion, 
compared to 2022, 
owing to the end of the 
COVID-19 pandemic 
and declines in funding 
toward the Ukraine crisis. 

Meanwhile, expenses increased by $495 million and reached 
their highest levels ever as humanitarian programming 
activities remained at escalated levels in the world’s toughest 
places to reach.

Core Resources (RR) revenue from public and private sector 
partners as a percentage to total revenue showed improvement 
in 2023.

RR funding provides the predictability, flexibility and efficiency 
that allows UNICEF to deliver the greatest possible impact 
for children.  Its decline over the past few years represents a 
significant risk to UNICEF’s ability to achieve its mandate.

For more details on UNICEF’s  contributions received from 
partners, please see the UNICEF Funding Compendium.

2023 total revenue  

$8,932
million
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NOTE: UNICEF expenditure by 
budget categories is presented 
on a modified cash basis.

UNICEF 
expenditure, 2023
(US$ millions) 

Regular 
Resources

Other 
Resources 
(Regular)

Other 
Resources 
(Emergency)

UNICEF revenue, 
2014–2023
(US$ millions) 
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2023 total revenue: 
$8,932 million

BUDGET CATEGORY

Development $7,714

Programme $7,528

Development effectiveness $186

Management $398

United Nations development coordination $11

Independent Oversight and assurance $22

Special purpose (including capital investment) $23

Private fundraising and partnerships $233

  Total expenditure                                                             $8,401
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Total programme 
expenses 

$8,457
million

Programme 
expenses  

by goal area

Programme  
expenses  
by region

(US$ millions)   RR = Regular Resources, ORR= Other Resources, Regular, ORE = Other Resources, Emergency

NOTE: Due to rounding, 
totals may differ slightly.

Direct programme expenses 2023 by goal area and region

$3,631.8 $1,741.7 $982.0 $1,250.0

$851.4

$1,481.8

$1,811.3

$338.7

$1,053.2 $347.6

$173.1

$461.4

$447.4

$631.4

$171.2
$1

62
.8

$280.0

$1
14

.9

$456.4

Goal Area 1 Goal 
Area 2

Goal 
Area 4

Goal 
Area 5

Goal 
Area 3

ORR

RR

ORR

ORE

RR

ORR

RR
RR

ORE

ORE

$525.8
ORE ORR

RR

ORR

ORE

$3,212.8

$1,077.1$1,600.7 $535.0

$1,843.1

$1,097.2

$531.3

ORE RRORR

ORR $214.6RR

ORE

Sub-Saharan Africa

Asia

$408.5

$355.2 $1
,6

11
.0

$1,026.4

$161.9ORR

$209.4ORE

Latin America and 
the Caribbean    

$37.3RR

$9
0.

1
RR$852.3ORR $668.5ORE

Middle East 
and North Africa 

$113.3ORE
$191.8ORR

$50.1RR $780.8ORE

$211.9ORR

$33.6RR

Europe and Central Asia  
Interregional
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Country
Regular Resources Other Resources

Total
Government Private sector Government Private sector

United States  137,000,000  15,106,507  1,264,955,877  356,519,533  1,773,581,917 

Germany  76,088,649  70,257,248  670,371,567  94,129,513  910,846,978 

United Kingdom  39,099,190  35,203,078  204,373,757  101,119,173  379,795,199 

Japan  16,357,214  117,465,370  181,320,953  54,166,021  369,309,559 

Sweden  59,228,383  34,790,765  151,359,239  13,535,825  258,914,212 

Canada  11,722,142  12,547,496  204,632,710  10,874,102  239,776,450 

Netherlands (Kingdom of the)  35,389,767  28,827,605  115,107,118  30,720,313  210,044,803 

Switzerland  22,975,930  11,032,158  39,847,253  104,431,682  178,287,023 

Norway  44,945,119  8,776,037  101,879,746  8,629,540  164,230,441 

France  2,181,025  61,717,761  71,885,269  20,514,686  156,298,741 

UNICEF thanks our donors and partners 
who contributed so generously in 2023 
to our work for children around the 
world. We want to specifically thank 
donors who contributed flexibly to Core 
Resources (RR) and thematic funds. 
RR funds our global presence and the 
foundational programming to deliver on 
our mandate for every child. Thematic 
funding is then used strategically to 
strengthen the social service systems on 
which children rely and enable a timely 
response to humanitarian crises. 

Top 10 countries, contributions received 
by donor and funding type, 2023
(US$) 

Just as today’s crises are interconnected, 
so is the way that UNICEF solves complex 
global issues for the long term. That’s 
why UNICEF is calling for UN Member 
States to fulfill their Funding Compact 
commitment and for all donors to 
increase flexible funding as a portion of 
their overall portfolio of giving to UNICEF. 

The key to shaping a future of peace, 
resilience, sustainability – and most 
importantly achieving the greatest impact 
for children and their communities – is 
investing flexibly. 

Shape the Future: A call to action for flexible funding
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Top 30 resource partners  
by contributions received, 2023
(US$ millions) 

Partner Regular 
Resources

Other Resources
Total

Regular Emergency

 United States 137 147 1,118 1,402 

 Germany 76 563 107 746 

 World Bank, Washington D.C. 0 591 0 591 

 European Commission 0 375 174 549 

 United States Fund for UNICEF 15 284 72 371 

 United Kingdom 39 57 147 243 

 Canada 12 159 46 217 

 Sweden 59 73 79 211 

 Japan 16 34 147 197 

Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance 0 144 46 190 

UNOCHA 0 0 182 182 

Global Partnership for Education 0 173 0 173 

Japan Committee for UNICEF 117 13 41 171 

Asian Development Bank 0 166 0 166 

German Committee for UNICEF 70 24 70 164 

Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 35 88 27 150 

Norway 45 43 59 147 

United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF 35 48 53 136 

Denmark 14 49 30 93 

Korean Committee for UNICEF 74 11 6 91 

Spanish Committee for UNICEF 68 8 11 87 

Australia 26 23 35 84 

French Committee for UNICEF 62 9 11 82 

France 2 41 31 74 

United Nations Multi Partner Trust 0 59 10 69 

Switzerland 24 8 32 64 

Committee for UNICEF Switzerland  
and Liechtenstein 9 39 14 62 

Education Cannot Wait Fund 0 60 0 60 

Republic of Korea 4 28 28 60 

Dutch Committee for UNICEF 29 8 22 59 
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Abdulla Al Abdulla
Abram And Ray Kaplan Foundation
Advanced Remarketing Services
Agencia Asturiana de Cooperación (Spain)
Agencia Vasca de Cooperación (Spain)
Alfred E. Mann Charities, Inc.
Al Ghurair
Alumbra Innovations Foundation
Alvin Sandefur
American Endowment Foundation
Anjuman and Aziz Trust 
Annelise Saugmann - Bhutan 10
Autism Speaks
Aventir CO.,LTD
Ayuntamiento de Barcelona (Spain)
Ayuntamiento de Madrid (Spain)
Barbara and Edward Shapiro
Basilio Ruiz Cobo "Proyecto Aurora"
Bezos Family Foundation
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
Breakthrough Prize Foundation
Brenda and Stéphane Bancel
Bruce and Jina Veaco Foundation
Bruce and Lori Laitman Rosenblum
Cabildo de Gran Canaria (Spain)
Carol J. Hamilton
Catholic Medical Mission Board
Chang Wook Ji
Charlotte and Peter Bolland
Children's Investment Fund Foundation
Christine M.J. Oliver
Citigroup Global Impact Funding Trust, Inc.
Comitato Evento LVR for UNICEF
Commonwealth Children's Fund
Crown Prince Court
Crystal and Chris Sacca
Deborah Hart and Bill Goodykoontz
Dharma Drum Mountain Buddhist Association
Don and Jean Kirshner
Diputación de Barcelona (Spain)
Diputación de Zaragoza (Spain)
Diputación Foral de Bizkaia (Spain)
Diputación Foral de Gipuzkoa (Spain)
Dr. A. R. Zaki Masud
Dr. Elliott Utrecht
Dr. Nguyen Huong Lien
Dr. Sippi Khurana and Mr. Ajay K. Khurana
Edward R. Bazinet Charitable Foundation
EIB Institute
Eleva Foundation
Elías Sacal and Family
ELMA Vaccines and Immunization Foundation
Eric and Kirsty Bendahan
FIA Foundation

Fondation Botnar
Fondation Marcelle et Jean Coutu
Fondation Roi Baudouin
Fondazione Rosmarino
Fondo Alavés de Emergencia (Spain)
Fred Hollows
Fundação José Luiz Egydio Setúbal
Fundação Salvador Arena
Fundación Carlos Slim
G. Barrie Landry, Landry Family Foundation
Generalitat Valenciana (Spain)
George and Danielle Boutros
Geun Suk Jang
GHR Foundation 
Global Disability Innovation Hub
Gloria Principe and John O'Farrell
Gobierno de Aragón (Spain)
Gobierno de Baleares (Spain)
Gobierno de Canarias (Spain)
Gobierno de Cantabria (Spain)
Gobierno de Murcia (Spain)
Gobierno de Navarra (Spain)
Hainan Chengmei Charity Foundation (Ye Lan)
Hallie Beth Davey and George Byron Macready
Harold A. und Ingeborg L. Hartog-Stiftung
Hee Chung Yang
Helmsley Charitable Trust
Henrietta H. Fore
Hobson/Lucas Family Foundation
Hugh J. Andersen Foundation
Human Appeal Australia
Hye Soo Kim
Hyo Ja Seo
Hyo Jo Jang
IKEA Foundation
Impetus Foundation in honor of Alvarez and Fernandez families
Inamori Foundation
Islamic Relief Australia
Isle of Man International Development
J.T. Tai & Co. Foundation
Jacobs Foundation
Japan Committee, Vaccines for the World’s Children
Japanese Communist Party
Japanese Trade Union Confederation
Jennie K. Scaife Charitable Foundation
Jens Christian Uldall-Hansen
Jeong Soon Kim
Jill Lacher Holmes
Jim Craigie and Sally Brophy
Jimin Han
Julie Taymor
Junta de Castilla La Mancha (Spain)
Junta de Castilla y León (Spain)
Karen Olga Ársælsdóttir

Private foundations, major donors, partnerships with subregional governments,  
and membership and faith-based organizations

Private-sector partners contributing $100,000 or more to 
UNICEF programmes in 2023
($100k +)
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Karl Kahane Foundation
Khalil Abou Jaoude
Kirk Humanitarian
Kiwanis International
Klaus-Friedrich-Stiftung
Klaus Tschira Stiftung gemeinnuetzige GmbH
Klaus und Gertrud Conrad Stiftung
Korean American Federation of Los Angeles
Kwok Foundation
Laura Britt Giuffre
Lee Felix Yong Bok
Leonardo Maria Del Vecchio
Licht ins Dunkel
Mahon Family Foundation
María Esperanza Páez Maña "Proyecto Aurora"
Marie Louise Kirk
Mary Jan and Paul Bancroft
McMillan Family Foundation
Medha Nanda
MedHum
Melody Wilder Wilson and David Wilson
Mikitani Family
Mr. Ali Dhanani
Mr. and Mrs. DG Macpherson
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. Manny Farahani
Mr. and Ms. Paula H. Barbour
Mr. Barrett M. Guthrie
Mr. Jim Rochelle
Mr. Katsuharu Sugimura 
Mr. Mel Zwissler
Mr. Paul Soustek
Mr. Peter D. Waldfogel and Ms. Maureen O’Reilly
Mr. Robert J. Weltman
Mr. Ronald Wilkniss
Mr. Walter E. D. Miller
Ms. Hiroko Horiuchi
Ms. Kaia Miller Goldstein and Mr. Jonathan Goldstein
Ms. Marianne Sundell
Ms. Mary Catherine Bunting
Ms. Susan Littlefield and Mr. Martin F. Roper
Ms. Suzan Gordon
Ms. Tea Leoni
Nachbar in Not
Nardoni Gatteschi
National Arab American Medical Association
Nayel and Jennifer Gates Nassar
New Venture Fund
NHH
Nicolas Poitevin and Juliana V. Ruecker
Olivia B. Hansen
OneFamily Foundation
Otto Haas Charitable Trust
Peter Gilgan Foundation
Plum Spring Foundation
Pooja Bhandari
Porticus Düsseldorf GmbH
Power of Nutrition
Purvi and Harsh Padia
Radiohjälpen
Reinhold und Heike Fleckenstein Stiftung
RELEX Foundation
Renaissance Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Reynolds Family Foundation

Riddell Family Charitable Foundation
Rissho Kosei-kai
RNLI
Robert and Hilary Brinker
Rohini Nilekani
Sami Bitar
Seo Jun Park
Seok Soo Kim
Shalini Passi
Siriwan Singhasiri and Kenneth Lin Foundation
Stefan Findel and Susan Cummings-Findel
Stephen Robertson
Stewart Butterfield and Jen Rubio
Stichting de Lichtboei
Stichting Virtutis Opus
Stichting Weeshuis der Doopsge
Stiftung Elena und Heinz Hasselberger
Sudha Reddy
Suzy Bae
Tae Hee Kang
The 100 Billion Meals Challenge & The Future of Food
The 72 Fund
The Adam R. Scripps Foundation
The Aiko Foundation
The Ajram Family Foundation
The Arhant Social Foundation Inc.
The Burlingame Foundation
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
The Constance Travis Charitable Trust
The Derek A.T. Drummond Fund
The Dietz Family Fund
The Educational Projects Network
The Fairmount Foundation
The FirstLine Foundation
The Fore Fund
The Garrett Family Foundation
The Goodman Foundation
The Herbert Simon Family Foundation
The Hexberg Family Foundation
The Mendelsohn Family Fund
The Roots & Wings Foundation
The Rotary Foundation of Rotary International
The Slaight Family Foundation
The Spurlino Foundation
The T. Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving
The Tom Mikuni and Minnie Obe Hirayama Charitable Fund
Thomas C. Bishop
Together for Girls
Trott Family Philanthropies
UN Foundation
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection
Unity Charitable Fund
Víctor González Herrera and Family 
Wellcome Trust
Xunta de Galicia (Spain)
Yarbrough Family Foundation
Yuna Kim
York Bötzow Menschen in Not-Stiftung
Zonta International Foundation
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Accenture 
Adyen 
Apple Matching Gifts Program
AstraZeneca 
Baxter International Foundation 
BIGHIT MUSIC
BMW Group 
BNP Paribas Cardif 
Chery Automobile 
Chloé 
Clarios Foundation 
Clé de Peau Beauté 
CRH 
Dell Technologies 
DP World 
dsm-firmenich
DSV A/S
easyJet 
Eli Lilly and Company 
Ericsson 
Ernsting’s family GmbH & Co. KG
Estée Lauder Companies Europe 
ETHEREUM Foundation 
Ethical Tea Partnership 
Ferretti Group 
Flexport
Fondation CMA CGM 
Formula 1
Formula E 
Fundación Abertis 
GARDENA GmbH
Grundfos Foundation 
H&M Foundation 
Hempel Foundation 
HP Foundation 
HSBC Holding PLC 
Hydro ASA 
Iberdrola 
IHS Towers
Innovasjon Norge 
Inter IKEA Systems B.V. 
Jo Malone London 
Johnson & Johnson, Inc. 
Kimberly-Clark Corporation 
LEGO Foundation 
LEGO Group 
LIXIL Corporation 
Louis Vuitton Malletier 
Marriott International Inc 
Max Factor 
Meta 
Michelin 
Microsoft Corporation
Moncler 
Novo Nordisk A/S
P&G – PAMPERS 
Pandora A/S 
Primark 
PwC 
Randstad
SAP SE 

SEF (Saudi Esport Federation) - Gamers Without Borders 
Siemens Healthineers AG
Sony Group Corporation 
Spotify AB 
Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Limited
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS)
Telenor Group 
Teleperformance SE  
Unilever Group 
Volvic 
Wemade 
Xylem Inc. 
Z Zurich Foundation 
Zurich Insurance Group

Angola 
Banco De Fomento 
Argentina 
Payway S.A.U.
Takeda Argentina S.A.
Australia
Commonwealth Bank of Australia
Gilbert and Tobin Lawyers
Goodman Group
Qantas Airways Limited
Rio Tinto Limited
Tennis Australia
Westpac Foundation
Austria
Plaion GmbH
Voestalpine AG
Bangladesh
AVERY DENNISON CORPORATION 
Telenor/ Grameenphone
Belgium
ING Belgium
Food Warehousing
Umicore
Brazil
Alpargatas
B3 Social
Fundação Vale
Grupo Tigre
Instituto 3M
Instituto EDP
Instituto NEOOH
Itaú Social
Ministério Público do Trabalho (MPT)
Neoenergia Coelba
Neoenergia Pernambuco
Pfizer
Profarma
Raia Drogasil
Roche
WEG
Bulgaria 
FANTASTICO GROUP 
MSD
Canada
Deciem
Lallemand Inc

Corporate sector partnerships and donors

International partnerships and donors

National partnerships and donors
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TD Bank Financial Group
Teck Resources Ltd.
Colombia
Amway
Banco de Bogotá
Banco de Occidente
Denmark
Augustinus Foundation
Knud Højgaards Fond 
Kong Frederik den 7. Stiftelse
Saxo
Dominican Republic
Banreservas
MSD
Ecuador
BANCO PICHINCHA
DINERS CLUB DEL ECUADOR
MSD
Finland
Ahlström Collective Impact
Finnair Oyj
Nokia Oyj
Outokumpu Oyj
Rettig Oy Ab
UPM-Kymmene Oyj
France
Amdocs
AXA
Christian Dior Couture 
Fondation RENAULT
Sucres et Denrées 
La Fondation L'OCCITANE 
Le Fonds L’Oréal pour les Femmes 
Groupe ROCHER
SEPHORA
SNF
VINCI Energies
Germany 
Allianz SE
BASF Foundation / BASF SE 
cosnova GmbH 
Daiichi Sankyo Europe GmbH
Daimler Truck AG
Deutsche Bahn Stiftung gGmbH
Douglas GmbH
GEZE GmbH
Giesecke+Devrient Stiftung
Hapag-Lloyd AG
IKEA Deutschland GmbH & Co. KG
ING-DiBa AG 
Merck Family Foundation gGmbH
Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany
Mitsubishi Chemical Europe GmbH
msg life ag
Schäffler AG
Stiftung Kinderförderung von Playmobil
Tomorrow Foundation gGmbH
United Internet for UNICEF Foundation 
Würth Group
Greece
LIDL HELLAS
PIRAEUS BANK S.A.
Hong Kong
Artox Grop
Cathay Pacific Airways Limited

Doo Group
Vantage Capital Markets HK Lim
India
CTSI
DIVIS FOUNDATION FOR GIFTED CH 
Hindustan Unilever Limited
Indonesia
Prudence Foundation
KC Softex 
WINGS Group Indonesia
Ireland 
Aer Lingus
An Post
PayPal Giving Fund
PTSB
Italy 
Università Bocconi
Brico io
Esselunga
Fideuram Asset Management (Ireland), FAMI
Fondazione Generali – The Human Safety 
Gucci
Loro Piana
Japan 
AEON 1% Club Foundation
AEON Co., Ltd.
Consumers Co-operative CO-OP Aichi
Consumers' Co-operative CO-OP GUNMA
Consumers' Co-operative CO-OP MIRAI
Consumers' Co-operative CO-OP NAGANO
Consumers' Co-operative CO-OPDELI NIIGATA
CONSUMERS CO-OPERATIVE KOBE
COOP SAPPORO
Co-opdeli Consumers' Co-operative Union
FCO.OP consumer cooperative
Fuji Television Network, Inc. (FNS Charity Campaign)
Hiroshima Consumers' Co-operative Society
Hitachi, Ltd.
IBARAKI CO-OP Consumers' Co-operative
IDOM Inc.
ITOHAM FOODS INC.
Japanese Consumers' Co-operative Union
Japanet Holdings Co.,Ltd.
MIRAIT ONE Corporation
Miyagi Consumers' Co-operative Society
MUFG Bank, Ltd.
Nippon Life Insurance Company
NTT Group
Osaka Izumi Co-operative Society
Palsystem Consumers' Co-operative Union
Saraya Co., Ltd.
Seikatsu Club Union
SL Creations Co., Ltd.
Sumitomo Mitsui Card Company, Ltd.
TOCHIGI CO-OP Consumers' Co-operative
U CO-OP Consumer Co-operative Society
Kingdom of the Netherlands
Action
AEGON N.V.
Nationale Postcodeloterij
PF Concept
TUi Care Foundation
Luxembourg 
LetterOne 
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Mexico
Banco Santander Mexico 
Essity
Fondo Alternativa
Fundación BBVA Bancomer
Kimberly-Clark Mexico 
Raspadito
Norway
DNB ASA 
Equinor ASA
Kiwi Norge AS
Norwegian Air Shuttle ASA
Pictura Gruppen AS
Visma AS
Peru 
Banco de Crédito del Perú
Credicorp
Kimberly Clark
Philippines
Cebu Pacific Inc.
Metro Pacific Tollways Corp
Republic of Korea 
Asiana Airlines
BGF Retail
BMONUMENT CO.
Daewoo Engineering & Construction Co., Ltd.
Dunamu Inc.
Hyundai Motors
Kakao Corp
Samsung Electronics
Shinhan Card
SM Entertainment
Romania
JYSK România 
Yardi
Serbia
MSD 
Spain
Caixabank
Eroski 
Fundación La Caixa 
Goldberg Ediciones 
ICT Foxy 
ING España 
ORBEA
Forletter 
We are Water Foundation
Sweden
Akelius Foundation
Gina Tricot 
Pictura
Sandvik Coromant
Stiftelse Rättvis Fördelning
Swedish Postcode Lottery
Volvo Personvagnar AB
Switzerland
AGCO International GmbH
ALDI SUISSE AG
MSC Foundation 
Pictet Group Foundation  
Sulzer AG 
Targa 5 Advisors
Thailand
Central Group
Thai Life Insurance PLC

Türkiye 
Finansbank
UNILEVER Türkiye
United Kingdom 
Clipper
Clyde & Co 
Keller Group
Marks and Spencer Group plc 
Nivea
Nord Anglia Education 
People’s Postcode Lottery 
Vitality
United States
AbbVie 
Activision Blizzard
Amazon Smile
Amazon.com LLC
American Airlines
American Express Foundation
Applied Medical
Autodesk Inc.
Bain Capital
Bloomberg, L.P.
Bright Funds Foundation
Cencora Impact Foundation
Cigna Foundation
Citi Foundation
Crocs, Inc.
Embrace Global
Ernst & Young 
Global Impact
Google, Inc.
Hallmark Cards, Inc
Hudson River Trading Research LLC
IKEA U.S. Retail
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
International Monetary Fund
Iron Mountain
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Lemonade Insurance
Live Nation Worldwide
Merck
MetLife Foundation
Micron Technology
NCR Foundation
NetApp
New York Life Insurance, Inc.
Novica United Inc.
Pandora Jewelry
Paypal 
Pfizer Foundation
Principal Financial Group
Prudential Foundation
Qatalyst Partners
Quantum Capital Group
Rare Beauty
Target Corporation
The Estée Lauder Companies
The UPS Foundation
The Walt Disney Company
The World Bank Group
VF Corporation 
Visa Foundation
Visa International, Inc.
Warner Chappell Music, Inc.
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Top 10 resource partners for thematic 
resources by contributions received, 2023 
(US$ millions) 

Top 20 resource 
partners 
for RR by 
contributions 
received, 2023
(US$ millions)

Partner Total

United States of America 137

Japan Committee for UNICEF 117.5

Germany 76.1

Korean Committee for UNICEF 73.9

German Committee for UNICEF 70.3

Spanish Committee for UNICEF 68.1

French Committee for UNICEF 61.7

Sweden 59.4

Norway 44.9

United Kingdom* 39.1

Netherlands (Kingdom of the) 35.4

United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF 35.2

Swedish Committee for UNICEF 34.7

Italian Committee for UNICEF -Foundation Onlus 34.6

Dutch Committee for UNICEF 28.8

Australia 25.7

Switzerland 24.1

Belgium 16.6

Japan  16.4

Finnish Committee for UNICEF 15.2

Partner Thematic other resources 
(regular)

Thematic other resources 
(emergency) Total thematic resources

United States Fund for UNICEF 14.6 49.8 64.4

Sweden 49.4 11.1 60.4

Germany 13.2 32 45.2

United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF 2.2 41.8 44

Denmark 16.2 25.1 41.4

Japan Committee for UNICEF 1 24.8 25.8

German Committee for UNICEF 7 18.6 25.6

Netherlands (Kingdom of the) –     18.6 18.6

Italian Committee for UNICEF 
-Foundation Onlus 2.1 12.2 14.4

Norway 12 –  12

*The RR contribution of 
$39.1 million from the 
United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern 
Ireland includes two 
disbursements: $19.8 million 
for financial year 2023 and 
$19.4 million contribution 
for financial year 2022 
reported and paid in 2023.
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For every child
Whoever she is.
Wherever he lives.
Every child deserves a childhood.
A future.
A fair chance.
That’s why UNICEF is there.
For each and every child.
Working day in and day out.
In more than 190 countries and territories.
Reaching the hardest to reach.
The furthest from help.
The most excluded.
It’s why we stay to the end.
And never give up.

Data in this report are drawn from the 
most recent available statistics from 
UNICEF and other United Nations 
agencies, annual reports prepared 
by UNICEF country offices, and the 
Annual Report of the Executive 
Director of UNICEF, to be presented to 
the Executive Board in June 2024.
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